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1. Aim of Project: Identify significant waterways 

The Inland Waterways Cultural Perspectives Report commissioned by CFRT as part of the Phase One 

technical research programme for the Porirua ki Manawatuu District Inquiry 

The technical report will address the following Rivers, Streams, Lakes and Swamps (in addition to any 

key waterways identified by claimants) 

- Manawatu River, and its tributaries, within the Porirua ki Manawatuu Inquiry district, i.e. 

west of the Ruahine and Tararua Ranges to its outlet into Tasman Bay at Foxton Beach. 

Tributaries of the Manawatuu include the Oroua River, Pohanga River; 

- Lake Horowhenua; 

- Hokio Stream 

- Koputara Lake; 

- Ohau River; 

- Otaki River; 

- Waikanae River; 

- Wharemaku Stream; 

- Whareroa Stream; 

- Waikawa Stream; 

- Waiauti /Waiaute Stream 

- Waiwiri Stream 

- Waitohu Stream 

- Manakau Stream 

- Mangahuia Stream 

- Te Hakari Lake; 

- Forest Lake; 

- Waimarie Lake; 



- Te Puna o Te Ora Lake; 

- Waiorongomai Lake and Stream 

- Kiwitea Stream; 

- Makino Stream; 

- Taonui Stream; 

- That portion of Akatarawa River that falls within the inquiry district; 

- Turakina River; 

- Kairanga Swamp; 

- Rongotea Swamp 

Are there any other significant waterways? 

 

2. Aim of Project: Identify Customary Uses/Oral narratives  

- Customary use of and significance of waterways, including the ancestral relationships and use 

of Iwi and hapuu to waterways in their rohe 

- Impacts of colonisation on PkM inland waterways upon customary use 

- Loss of essential resources through drainage 

- Retaining control of, and access to the inland waterways in the district 

- Ownership issues in the PkM rohe over inland waterways 

- Relationships iwi/hapuu have had with the Crown and local government with respect to 

management of waterways 

- Restoring the health and wellbeing of various waterways 

- Loss of freshwater species and habitat 

- Hapuu and Iwi perspectives on species and habitat loss 

- Impacts on species and habitat 

- Range of prejudices Maori women faced in the early colonial encounters and ongoing impacts 

in terms of Maori women’s leadership today 

The PkM Inland Waterways Historical will also use innovative, illustrative software and related 

expertise alongside CFRT’s Mapping Facilitator to create a series of maps (both large print and 

digital) for each of the nine cluster regions. If hapuu groups want them. With willing hapuu and 

Iwi input, each map is a tangible research output that will encompass all water bodies in the 



designated region. Each will focus on water bodies that hapuu and whaanau are interested in 

highlighting. Another very large map (print and digital) shall encompass the whole region. 

Outputs: 

- Inland Waterways Cultural Perspectives Report based on oral narratives. 

- Inland Waterways Historical Report based on written material. 

- Large scale Maps (print and digital) 

- IBooks that documents oral interviews 

An aspect of these waananga will include photo and video oral interviews by willing participants. 

Are there any interviewees other kaitiaki/kaumatua not present to follow up with potential 

interview? 

 

 

 

 

 


