
Introduction to Ani Parata korero 

I am the mokopuna of Wi Te Kakakura and Eruini Te Marua. 

Thirty years ago my father Te Pehi Parata said to me how beautiful it was to be a Maaori. At that 

time I was not entirely convince that the 'Maori Beautiful' concept he was sharing with me was 

something that I could hold true. My perspectives on being a Maori at that time was often over shadow 

with behaviors that were strongly opinionated, very critical and for the most part often challenging 

towards the work he did within te Ao Maori. However despite the many lonely times I watched him 

tirelessly work to lay the foundation to which generations could fulfill their potential he still had that 

resolve to advocate the beautiful elements of being Maori. The elements being that indifferences between 

one another were resolved through innovative and creative ways that helped maintain the mana of the 

individuals. Often through the support of his mother and sibilings in particular uncle Manny and Aunty 

Leah he regained his momentum to persevere with his mahi. Some may say he was a visionary before his 

time but on reflection as I stand here today perhaps Te Pehi Parata was an individual who was very much 

living in the moment ofte ao Maori in which we had become so far removed from since the signing of the 

Treaty. 

In that been said I liked to acknowledge and introduce my mother Ane Parata. I thank you for 

upholding te ahi kaa within our Whanau after Dad's passing especially as the fears in which I take 

responsibility for held me back in going forward with you. Often you stood here alone and often you 

were challenged alone, today you stand here supported ... no reira kia kaha toku mama e tu inaianei mo 

tou korero. 
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