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 Life looked good for the Webbers on Kapiti at 
the start of 1912. The farm was viable, the 
family were sturdy, fishing was good . . . and 
they had a vision. 

 

   They had moved to  

Hemi Matenga’s farm    

   at Waiorua in 1909  

with their six children 

   - here with Utauta  

      and Heneti Tahiwi.   

 

 

 

 



 They had gone to Kapiti to create a presence 
on land that was under threat of Crown 
acquisition – they made the decision to move 
from Otaki and create a new life on Kapiti for 
their family and for the families to come. 

 But it wasn’t all easy.  There were pressures 
from the mainland.  And there were anxieties 
at home, at Waiorua Bay. 

 



 Utauta and Hemi Matenga 
had become the chief 
opponents of the Crown’s 
intention to take over the 
land at Waiorua. Wi Parata 
had died in 1906 from a 
horse accident at Waikanae. 
Hemi was sick and was 
nursed by Utauta on Kapiti.  
He would die that year, in 
April 1912, leaving much of 
his property to Wi Parata’s 
children.  But to Utauta he 
left his house and land on 
Kapiti.   
 



Their family was still young. The eldest child 
(Tukumaru) was only 12. 

However Hona and Utauta had a plan, a 
comfortable home, the farm and a good 
launch. And they had a strong sense of 
manaakitanga.  

They knew Kapiti was a desirable place to visit, 
and in the 1920s they developed a unique 
visitor business at what was by any measure a 
gracious and exotic home at Waiorua. 

 

 

 

 



This was the house, yards and woolshed, with tennis courts 
on the right, across the Waiorua Stream and gardens 
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The boats – the 
sea-sled, the 
hydroplane and the 
Manaaki, here cut 
back from its 
original long-cabin 
design to carry 
sheep in the bow. 



 There were climbers and trampers from the 
major clubs in the region – the Hutt Valley 
and Tararua tramping clubs. 

 There were members of the extended Webber 
families, particularly the Tahiwi whanau if 
photos of the time are a reliable guide. 

 There were artists and writers, sportsmen and 
vice-regal VIPs, and members of well-to-do 
Paraparaumu families. 



Aunts Piki and Rangi with friends, sitting by the slipway -
late 1920s or early 1930s. 



There was golf, bowls, 
tennis, fishing, 
swimming, walking 
the tracks.  The 
trampers had a feast 
of climbing and 
exploring. There was 
music to share with 
the family and korero 
about photography, 
art, Maori carving.   
 



 Hona (1875-1938) was the son of Heneti Tahiwi and 

William Webber of Otaki. Heneti was of the well-known 

Tahiwi family and descended from Toa Rangatira 

through the Maui, Parerotua line. Hona’s father William 

Webber, a carpenter, builder and undertaker, was one 

of eight children of John Webber and Mary Ann Dodds, 

who arrived from England in 1841 and were married in 

Wellington in 1845.  

 



 Utauta (1879-1953), the youngest of Wi Parata’s 

children, was also from Toa Rangatira and with Te Ati 

Awa descent through Parata’s mother Pohe, wife of Te 

Rangihiroa.  Their daughter Metapere Waipunahau 

lived on Motungarara at the time her husband, the 

whaler George Stubbs, drowned in September 1838.  

Soon after his death Waipunahau went with her sons 

Wi and Hemi to live at the Te Ati Awa pa at Kena Kena.  

 



 

 
Hona and Utauta went to Kapiti in 1909 for a purpose. 
They became the family presence on the island at a 
time when the Crown had given notice of its intention 
to acquire the 1400 acres of Maori land on Kapiti. 

Utauta and Hemi Matenga, then the major landowner 
on Kapiti after Wi Parata’s death, were vigorously 
opposed to Crown acquisition.  It was Matenga, for 
example, who sternly criticised the Government 
proposal, which was soon abandoned, to turn Kapiti 
into a leper colony. 

  

More background: Crown greed #1 



  The Kapiti Island Reserve Bill had gone into law in 
1897.  Nothing happened immediately, but it was 
a sleeping dragon, and at the end of the 1890s 
the Maori population of Aotearoa was low and so 
was morale. 
 Plunket refused in 1907 to monitor Maori children.  
 In 1918 Maori servicemen in World War 1 were 

excluded from benefits. Also that year, Maori hui and 
travel were banned because of a suspected smallpox 
epidemic. 

 In the 1930s, Maori were excluded from 
unemployment relief during the depression. 

 



But a curious change came about within their 
outwardly idyllic setup on Kapiti -- in the late 
1920s and particularly in the 1930s. 

The change came from within: Hona and Utauta’s 
children left the farm in the 1930s, left the fishing 
business, the visitor activity and left their parents 
and the home they’d known for 25 years on Kapiti.   

 



 Maybe because there was so much happening 
on the mainland.  There were cars and 
movies, jobs of all kinds.   

 Maybe Hona and Utauta couldn’t see the 
possible limitations of their vision.  

 Their children were well educated.  But did 
they stay in touch with their extended 
families in Otaki, Waikanae and Wellington?  

 Did Hona and Utauta travel on the mainland 
with their children and interpret for them the 
differences between island and mainland life?  
 



 Tukumaru, the eldest 
(1900-1960), was the first 
to leave – he met Sadie 
Blair when she was on a 
Hutt Valley Tramping Club 
visit to Kapiti. They married 
in 1933 and went to Hira to 
work on the Matenga farm 
where their first child was 
born in 1935. 
 

Did they not foresee that some of the 
visitors to Waiorua would influence their 
family to seek future lives on the 
mainland? 
 

Tuku and Brian Vickerman 



  

•   Winara, uncle Mike (1903-1975) was 
next.  He rowed to the mainland to marry 
his first wife Aromea Udy – pursued, so it is 
said, by his parents in the “Manaaki”. 

•   Arona, uncle Kap (1907-1983) met Rewa 
Webster in 1936 and they married.  Then 
aunt Rangi (1905-1954) and aunt Piki 
(1906-1986) found their future husbands, 
respectively Percy Russell and Leo Barrett. 

•   The youngest of Hona and Utauta’s 
children, Hemi, had died about 1929 from 
lung disease three days after his 21st 
birthday. 
 

 
  

   



 
Happy Family: 
The Webber 
family on 
Kapiti about 
1923 – from 
left 
Tukumaru, 
Utauta, Rangi, 
Jim, Piki, 
(Heneti 
Tahiwi, 
seated), 
Hona, Winara 
and Arona. 



   Aunt Rangi and Utauta, sitting just outside the cookhouse 



All the children had left Kapiti 
by 1938 when Hona died. Kap 
and Rewa stayed on to help 
Utauta, but life at Waiorua 
was never going to be the 
same. 
In 1946 a generator fault 
sparked the fire that 
destroyed "Manaaki", the 
family home. 



   Winara, uncle Mike (pictured 
here with uncle Kap) was the 
last of the family to operate 
the farm at Waiorua. 

   In the early 1950s he and his 
second wife Jean Udy, and 
his son in law Doug 
Williams, went back to run 
the farm and also to fish, 
selling their catch to Kap and 
Rewa at Kapiti Fish Supply 
and earning what they could 
from the farm, running 
fishing trips at weekends, 
and selling manuka at 
McLean’s Store on 
Paraparaumu Beach.  
 



 It didn’t happen, as we know. A complex deal 
was worked out with the owners in the early 
1960s. The Crown acquired a large part of 
the old farm. In return the owners received 
the 32-acre block that we have today, also an 
interest in the southern part of Motungarara, 
and there was a small cash payment. 



Which brings us fairly much up to date. These are the 
 five informally partitioned 6-acre blocks on Waiorua 6.  

''I'Ii>,'Dr:~ KApitoi 
5'·6:2;'2 

/ 
" 

J 

Waioru&I Bay 

p _ ." .... ~ .... 'u ... ~ ~_ ..... ·· ~k 
.. ' ...... "".1~.-~" •• 1Il.r:M., .J3>#-. 
• <.1 . ... .... Jo.".-""~n'J 'u'W') 

/ - ~~'\ ~:.--. .. {P 

I' l1} '!I .. -'_" __ 

.":,::-:-- .. J ti.. Juli2903 

WV",jI.'F. I' IIn:RION M.:t.I!OI 
c....u .... !.oo ... "'n 
:'0 U",,,:·!)!\ro.lII.-; ... 
:'h , D~2~i Q'.'~ f"' : II~ '.\l~nO 

~~"1'lC'1':'i...",!!,!,,,"1i_..2~ 

PLAN OF I..AN D -
WAIORUAMPIfl 

6-
KAPml51AND 

05/103/1C 



 Thus at present we retain 32 acres.  

 In 1920 there were 644 acres in Maori 
ownership on Kapiti.  

 The current informal partition of 2005 was 
suggested by the Maori Land Court mainly to 
recognise the individual family kaitiaki of 
each of the five shares. 

 The Waiorua Bay Trust comprises a trustee 
from each share – namely Russell, Karl, 
Minnie, Mike and Martin.  



 There is now pressure from DoC to increase 
visitor traffic through Waiorua 6 as well as 
through Rangatira.   

 There are concerns for the trustees about 
payment of rates, interference with peaceful 
use of the block, and the ability to build more 
houses on Waiorua 6. 

 And there are many restrictions on how the 
shareholder-owners may use their land at 
Waiorua. 



 1. There is an arbitrary limit, based on rural 
zoning, on the number of dwellings that may 
be built on Kapiti. 

 2. Sustainable life at Waiorua is limited by the 
owners’ inability to keep fowls, sheep, stock 
of any kind, and there is an embargo on 
growing some varieties of utility fruit and 
vegetables. 
 

 Is this reasonable, because of the block’s 
proximity to the reserve?  Or is it a 
continuation of Crown and local body 
encroachment into our lives?   



 Hona and Utauta went there to keep the land safe 
from takeover by the Crown. 

 They set up robust farming, fishing and visitor 
activities and looked set for a viable future for 
their family. 

 Then in surprisingly few years in the 1930s the 
children left to pursue lives on the Mainland. 

 We’ve looked at possible reasons for this, 
including the persistence of Crown acquisition of 
Maori-owned land on Kapiti.  

 

 



If you believe not, there is little more to say. 

If you believe so, that Crown pressure made it 
impossible for the Webber children to see a 
secure future on Kapiti, there are two more 
questions: 

o Do you want to seek redress by way of a 
claim against the Crown? 

o If so, what form should the claim take –  
land or money?  

 



 Footnote: There was unanimous support for further 
action being taken to seek redress for what 
happened to the Webber family on Kapiti and for 
the continuing challenge to their descendants as a 
result of Crown interference with their ability to 
enjoy their inheritance of the whenua.   

 This process is being followed up by Chris Webber 
and Rewa Morgan.  There was no direction from 
beneficiaries as to what form the redress should 
take.    




