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Mahutonga Blakensop 

Presentation to Te Rōpū Whakamana i te Tiriti o Waitangi 

Whakarongotai Marae 22 April 2015 

 

Mihimihi  

Notes on Haane Manahi:  

The lack of official recognition for Manahi's bravery during the Battle of Takrouna still rankled 

with many members of the Māori Battalion but while he was alive, Manahi's modesty and 

unwillingness to bring any attention to himself meant that he was not interested in changing the 

situation. Following his death, the Manahi VC Committeewas established by his former 

comrades and iwi to rectify the downgrading of his VC to a DCM. 

The committee proceeded to lobby the New Zealand government to make representations to 

Buckingham Palace regarding the posthumous grant of the VC to Manahi. The Queen's 

father, King George VI, had ruled in 1949 that no further awards from the Second World War 

ought to be made. However, the government was reluctant to make a formal approach and it was 

not until 1997, when the then Prime Minister, Jenny Shipley, formally broached the subject with 

Buckingham Palace. The feedback indicated the elapsed time since the events of Takrouna was 

likely to be a barrier to the reinstatement of Manahi's VC. 

Finally, in 2000, Manahi's iwi, Te Arawa, lodged a claim with the Waitangi Tribunal, and was 

supported in doing so by the New Zealand RSA. Te Arawa alleged the failure of the New 

Zealand government to give full consideration of the award of a VC to Manahi constituted a 

breach of the Treaty of Waitangi, which required the government to act in good faith regarding 

grievances of Māori. In December 2005 the tribunal reported that there was no breach of the 

treaty. While not making any formal conclusions or recommendations, the tribunal suggested 

that the Manahi VC Committee work with the New Zealand government in making an approach 

to Buckingham Palace. In October 2006, after further dialogue with Buckingham Palace, the 

New Zealand Minister of Defence, Phil Goff, announced that Manahi would be recognised by 

the presentation of an altar cloth, a personal letter from the Queen acknowledging his gallantry 

and a sword. The award was presented by Prince Andrew to Manahi's sons, Rauawa and 

Geoffrey, at a ceremony in Rotorua on 17 March 2007. The sword was later presented to the 

Chief of the New Zealand Defence Force, Lieutenant General Jerry Mateparae, along with 

a patu (war club) in memory of Haane Manahi.] 

 

Notes on Ngāti Toarangatia and Ngāti Awa whakapapa: 

As Ngāti Toa Rangatira and Ngāti Awa (Te Ātiawa) descendants our whanau have continued to 

up hold our responsibilities as mana whenua preceding the 1880 period.  This has been achieved 

since the time of ngā hekenga when Ngāti Awa (Te Ātiawa) maintained the safe passage of Ngāti 

Toa in 1822 and through continuous occupation of Kāpiti Island by uri of our tupuna Te 

Wai 2200, #A149
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Rangihiroa who is buried at Waiorua, and as kaitiaki of significant waahi tapu, urupa, puna, 

maunga, awa, marae, whare karakia, tuku whenua and taonga within our takiwa. 

Our whānau are direct descendants of rangatira from Ngāti Toa Rangatira and Ngāti Awa (Te 

Ātiawa).  Our tupuna Te Rangihiroa signed the Te Tiriti o Waitangi on 4 June 1840 at 

Motungarara this was witnessed by Anglican Missionary Henry Williams and George Thomas 

Clayton.   

 

Te Rangihiroa and his older brother Te Peehi Kupe are the great grandsons of Te Maunu and his 

sixth wife Kahutaiki.  Their mother Waipunahau is Ngāti Awa and through their father Toitoi 

they are Ngāti Toa.  Te Rangihiroa is the grandfather of Wi Te Kakakura Parata.  

 

Te Rangihiroa provided land for Ngāti Awa after their arrival in the lower North Island. Te 

Rangihiroa also supported Ngāti Awa at Haowhenua in 1834 and at Kuititanga in 1839 against 

Ngāti Raukawa. 

 

Te Rangihiroa had three wives, Pohe, who was Ngāti Awa is the daughter of the Ngāti Rahiri 

rangatira Haukione.   One account of Pohe death is said to have taken place at Kāpiti soon after 

Kawhia tribes arrived in this area, our korero records her death by decapitation at Ngāhuruhuru 

and because her blood was spilt on the whenua, Haukione was gifted whenua after Te Heke 

Hauhaua.   

 

Te Rangihiroa other wife is Kapu of Te Ātiawa and his second wife Tiaho is a granddaughter of 

Werawera and Te Ripinga of Ngāti Rarua 

 

The korero already submitted by my cousin André Baker recognizes our Ngāti Pare and Ngāti Te 

Rakuao hapū.  Clearly our position as whanau takawaenga was highlighted and acknowledged by 

other kaikōrero at Raukawa including kaumātua Ngarongo Iwikatea Nicholson. 

 

Therefore I think it is appropriate to reinstate our position as a link between Ātiawa ki 

Whakarongotai and Ngāti Raukawa again.  This was referred to as consequence of the union of 

our tupuna Wi Te Kakakura and Unaiki Whareangiangi.  
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Speak to our grievance and effects on our whanau, social, cultural, te reo me ona tikanga 

 

“Through successive government legislation and policy, Ngati Awa have been systematically 

stripped of their main asset base, and the ability to exercise rangatiratanga in accordance with Te 

Tiriti o Waitangi” from report to Tribunal. 

 




